
Providence Historic Preservation Commission Meeting

November 17, 2009

6:00 p.m.

THOSE PRESENT: Karl Seethaler, Jay Hicken, Adrian Gale, Kaye Lyn Harris, Alma Leonhardt, Marie Olsen, Hoyt Kelley
Minutes taken by Brenda Nelson

MOTION by K. Harris to approve minutes of October 20, 2009; second by J. Hicken.  All in favor.
Item 1.  Report on sauerkraut dinner activities and book sale

M. Olsen was disappointed in the advertising for the sale of the history book.  There was no advertisement in the newspaper, and she felt many people were not aware of the book. She thinks we need to do more to promote the book.  H. Kelley stated that he thought Watkins had done a good job. They sold 40 books the night of the dinner and 12 more at the City Office in the next few days after that.  A. Gale mentioned that Dennis Watkins had hoped to sell 50 books the night of the dinner.  H. Kelley has offered to sell the books at his store in Logan.  J. Hicken remarked that the books should be available at the City Office.  A. Leonhardt said that the City is willing to sell them, but Dennis Watkins said no to that idea.  We have no control over the selling anymore.   As publisher, Watkins will make the decisions on marketing and selling the book.
M. Olsen said there were 100 books at the dinner and she thinks we have sold between 50-75 already.  A. Leonhardt said he will speak with Dennis Watkins about having the City have some books for sale.  Perhaps we should ask Skarlet Bankhead, City Administrator, to contact Watkins.  The City purchased one book for the time capsule and one for the Library. Bob Parson wanted a book so Dennis Watkins offered to give one to him.  
J. Hicken complimented people involved with the book, noting that Sheri Ward put together the two-page collage in the back.  K. Harris suggested that a copy should be put in Special Collections at USU.  B. Nelson reported that several people bought multiple copies, and maybe one of them could write a letter to the Herald Journal in support of the book.  A. Leonhardt explained that Gloria Howells, Glenda Zilles and Boyd Campbell all bought multiple copies.

The sauerkraut dinner sold about 300 tickets.  M. Olsen didn’t think the sauerkraut was  as good as when it was homemade.  J. Hicken explained that there were several conflicts that night that kept people from attending.  He felt the Iron Gate Grill has done as good a job in catering the dinner as anyone we’ve had.

K. Harris wondered why the dinner isn’t held in the elementary school.  J. Hicken wanted to see more entertainment like the sauerkraut capers held in the past.  Overall, everyone felt the book turned out beautifully.  

J. Hicken thought it would be good to be able to know when the church plans to have their regional training meetings so we could avoid scheduling the dinner on the same night. He will mention it to the Stake President, Pres. Cook.  Another idea is to change the date to a weeknight instead of Saturday.  B. Nelson remarked that the car show that precedes the dinner has been very successful, and it is better held on Saturday afternoon.  Having the car show held right till the time of the dinner did create a problem with parking.  People are moving cars in and out of the parking lot and there is a crowd of people trying to get into the parking lot for the dinner. Perhaps the car show should end sooner to alleviate these parking lot problems.  A. Leonhardt still wishes the City could make its own sauerkraut, even if it was only enough for the dinner and maybe some to sell fresh in bags.  K. Seethaler mentioned that there are kitchen facilities at the Old Rock Church that could be used.  There is also the snackstand.  A.Leonhardt said 2 barrels would be plenty.  It is not possible to can the sauerkraut anymore, but he will speak to the new mayor about other possibilities.
Item 2 – Wrap up on sesquicentennial activities and time capsule
A. Leonhardt reported on the time capsule.  It was filled and sealed up, and everything in it should be intact when it is opened 50 years from now.  There are letters from local school children that will be fun to see when it is reopened.  A. Leonhardt felt like this monument and time capsule along with the new history book are some of the best projects that the City has done in a long time.
Item 3 – Discussion on creation of an Old Rock Church foundation.
K. Seethaler reported that there had been a meeting held about this topic, and a number of people came.  He received a lot of positive feedback, and got the feeling that there was a lot of interest.  However, there will be a big learning curve to get this concept developed completely.  There will be another meeting held December 8.  The Monument Committee will continue to discuss the options for the building.  There was a broad consensus that this building would make a great community center where the City could hold various functions.  K. Seethaler explained that they have an offer of one million dollars to start an endowment.  The committee wanted to have three million dollars in the endowment, but K. Seethaler didn’t feel that much was necessary to begin with.  He felt he could continue operating as it is now so the positive cash flow would continue to come in.  There is a flyer going out to ask for input.  Dale Astle is working on that.

There was a discussion about structural assessment at the meeting. K. Seethaler said he had commissioned someone a few years ago to look into seismic retrofitting.  Currently the building does not meet code in this area.  There are lots of places that are historic in nature that do not meet current seismic codes.  However, the historic value is greater than tearing it down and trying to replace it.  He discussed buildings like the Oneida Acadamy, the Capitol Theater and Old Main on the USU campus.  K. Seethaler felt that eventually the Old Rock Church may need seismic retrofitting, but not at this time. 

K. Harris asked if it was made into a community center would the name be changed.  A. Leonhardt explained that the committee is just looking at ideas of what the building could become; nothing is definite.  It was discussed that it could become city offices, library, city center, etc.  K.Harris asked if it would remain a reception center.  A. Leonhardt said if it changed uses, it could not continue being a reception center. K. Seethaler said he is not enthused about changing the use to something else.  Right now he is just interested in getting the foundation status.  He will keep it going as long as he can.  Once the foundation has sufficient funds, they can consider other avenues.  
K. Seethaler said that many different organizations want to use the building, but they want it for free.  He hopes that if we keep pushing the idea, good things will happen.  A. Leonhardt said that many people don’t realize how much space there is behind the Old Rock Church and the home of Westons that K. Seethaler purchased.  He felt that if we could find a historic home that was going to be torn down, we could move it behind the Old Rock Church and use it as a museum.  There would be room for parking back behind.  K. Harris said she would like to see the Providence Dairy Princess Pageant back in the Old Rock Church. It is the perfect place for it.  K. Seethaler told her not to give up on the idea, but to keep pushing for it.  K. Seethaler handed out dvds of the Old Rock Church to Commission members. 

Item 4. discussion on future museum

J. Hicken stated that we are not in a position to consider a museum at this time.  The Theurer home that we had considered has been sold or rented. The blacksmith shop had possibilities, but is at a dead end right now.  J. Hicken said he could follow up again with Brent Bartschi and see if anything has changed.  

B. Nelson said she has been looking at the RAPZ tax as a funding possibility.  This is a tax collected for recreation, arts, parks and zoo.  Each year it is distributed to different cities and other agencies that apply for funding.  It is supposed to be used for projects that will increase tourism.  She is aware that River Heights, Hyrum and Mendon all received money from the RAPZ tax to construct or remodel a museum for their city.  In order to apply, we would have to get the City officials to agree.  Even if Providence City has another project in mind to apply for, it is possible to apply for more than one project.  

A. Leonhardt suggested the old Gessel home that served as a tithing office in the early days of the City.  It is on the corner of 100 North and Main.  J. Hicken stated that in Monticello there is a small museum attached to a visitors center that works very well.  He reminded the Commission that there are some great things already collected, such as the printing supplies that Keith Watkins has, and the artifacts that Ken Braegger has.  A. Leonhardt suggested that if the Old Rock Church is placed in a foundation, we could purchase the tithing office and move it behind the Old Rock Church in the back corner and use it as a museum.  It may have to be added onto, but it would be a start.  Everyone agreed that we should find out who owns the building and see what the possibility is. 

Item 5. discussion on possible grant projects.  
We need to come up with an idea for a grant application by February.  It seems that the Division of State History is most interested in reconnaissance surveys and historic nominations.  They suggested to us to do more intensive level surveys.  B. Nelson asked if there are any homes left made of the original clay bricks.  Several possibilities were mentioned: Gessels, Casper Berry home, Jay Hicken’s home, Mendelkow home on Main Street.  This may be a way to identify homes to do an intensive level survey on.  J. Hicken asked if we need to identify them, or does the consultant.  B.Nelson will check with Korral Broschinsky, who did our last two surveys, to see if she can give us more information.  Other homes that were suggested are: Darryl Larsen home on Main Street, Casper Berry’s home on 200 North and Main; Betty Tidwell home.  J. Hicken asked about doing more oral histories.  B. Nelson stated that the oral history grants are from the Humanities Council.  J. Hicken wondered how we could access the oral histories from the website.  B. Nelson said it would not be hard since they are already on the computer. B. Nelson is working on getting them spiral bound into a book. 

A. Leonhardt said he would talk to the City officials about using this museum idea for their RAPZ tax application. We need to have some idea of the cost before we can propose the idea to the City Council.  H. Kelley suggested we ask for a grant to find out what needs to be done to bring the building up to code.  B. Nelson suggested using the CLG grant to hire an architect or contractor to see what it would take to bring the Bartschi blacksmith shop up to code.  J. Hicken said he would check again with the Bartschi family.  A. Leonhardt will check the status of the Gessel home on Main and 100 North.  The next meeting is scheduled for December 15th.  Several people already have conflicts with that date.  We have skipped the December meeting in the past because of the holidays, and it was suggested we do this again.  Everyone agreed that there is nothing pressing that couldn’t wait till January.

Next meeting will be January 19th at 6:00 p.m.  

MOTION by K. Harris to adjourn the meeting. Second by A. Leonhardt.  All in favor.

Meeting ended at 7:25 p.m.
_________________________________
_______________________________

Karl Seethaler, Chairman


Brenda Nelson, Secretary
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